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“We do not currently recommend the use of face masks for the 

general American public. This virus is not spreading in your 

communities.”

- Dr. Nancy Messonier, US CDC, 31 Jan 2020

“There is no specific evidence to suggest that the wearing of 

masks by the mass population has any particular benefit. In fact 

there's some evidence to suggest the opposite in the misuse of 

wearing a mask properly or fitting it properly or taking it off.”

- Dr. Mike Ryan, WHO, 30 March 2020



“Model simulations…  suggest that broad adoption of even relatively 

ineffective face masks may meaningfully reduce community transmission of 

COVID-19 and decrease peak hospitalizations and deaths.”
- Eikenberry et al., Infectious Disease Modeling, April 2020

“Mandating face mask use in public is associated with a decline in the daily 

COVID-19 growth rate by 0.9, 1.1, 1.4, 1.7, and 2.0 percentage points in 1–

5, 6–10, 11–15, 16–20, and 21 or more days after state face mask orders 

were signed, respectively. Estimates suggest that as a result of the 

implementation of these mandates, more than 200,000 COVID-19 cases 

were averted by May 22, 2020.”
- Lyu and Wehby, Health Affairs, June 2020

“Societal norms and government policies supporting the wearing of masks 

by the public, as well as international travel controls, are independently 

associated with lower per-capita mortality from COVID-19.”
- Leffler et al., MedRxiv, August 2020
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Covid-19 transformed the media

Do not assume a 
journalist has any 
background in 
science

1

Do not assume a 
journalist knows 
how to read 
scientific literature

2

Do not assume a 
journalist 
understands 
scientific 
vocabulary
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”We want to note that the mask tests performed here 

(one speaker for all masks and four speakers for selected masks) 

should serve only as a demonstration. 

“Inter-subject variations are to be expected, for example, 

because of differences in physiology, mask fit, 

head position, speech pattern, and such.”

- Fischer et al., Science Advances, 02 Sep 2020 (online 07 Aug 2020)











Lessons from the new media landscape

■ Seek out reliable journalists. (Do your homework to find 

them).

■ Form a relationship with them in advance of any study or 

data release.

■ Understand that extraordinary pressure means mistakes are 

more likely.

■ Be prepared to take extra time to shape your message.

■ Expect to have to contextualize (and handhold) more than 

you previously would.
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